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Dr. Morton read a continuation of his paper on Egyptian 
Ethnography ; which was referred to the Committee already 
in charge of his former communications under the same title. 

Mr. Walker mentioned, that Professor Kendall and himself 
had computed anew the orbit of the comet of 1843, but with- 
out adding materially to the accuracy of the results obtained 
by them before. The ephemeris computed from this orbit 
gives the observed place from the 11th of March to the 10th 
of April within two minutes of space, the differences being 
sometimes positive and sometimes negative. , Mr. W. com- 
pared the results obtained by different computers at home and 
abroad. He had no doubt from the observatory records, that 
the tail of the comet was first seen at the High School Obser- 
vatory on the 25th of February. 

Mr. Lea, on behalf of the Publication Committee, laid upon 
the table the 3d part of Vol. VIII. of the Society's Transac- 
tions, N. S. 

On motion of Dr. Hays, 

The Curators were authorized to have casts made of the 
tooth of the Mastodon Chapmani in the Society's Cabinet 

The Society proceeded to an election for members ; when 
the following persons were duly elected : 

Charles Wilkes, Lieut. U. S. N. 

Charles M'Euen, of Philadelphia. 



Stated Meeting, May 5. 

Present, forty-two members. 

Mr. Du Ponceau, President, in the Chair. 

Messrs. Thomas P. Cope, Charles Ellet, Jr., and Charles 
M'Euen, members elect, were presented, subscribed the laws, 
and took their seats. 

Letters were received: — 

From the Professors of the Museum of Natural History of 
Paris, dated 28th Feb. 1843, — the Corresponding Secretary of 
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the National Institution, dated Washington, 24th April, 1-843, — 
the Acting Secretary of the London Society of Arts, &c, dated 
London, 24th Jan. 1843, — the Proprietors of the Bowditch 
Library, dated Boston, March, 1843, — the Corresponding Se- 
cretary and Librarian of the Northern Academy of Arts and 
Sciences, dated Hanover, N. H., 27th April, 1843, — the Li- 
brarian of the Massachusetts Historical Society, dated Boston, 
28th April, 1843, — and the Corresponding Secretary of the 
Lyceum of Natural History of New York, dated 25th April, 
1S43, — severally acknowledging the receipt of recent numbers 
of the Transactions and Proceedings of the Society: — 

From the Corresponding Secretary of the Massachusetts 
Historical Society; announcing that a delegation from that 
body will be present at the centennial celebration of this So- 
ciety: — and 

From the Hon. J. M. Porter, acknowledging the receipt of 
a letter from a Committee of the Society, communicating its 
thanks for his intervention in sustaining the Magnetic Obser- 
vatory. 

The following donations were announced : — 

FOR THE LIBRARY. 

First Annual Report of the Secretary of the Commonwealth to the 
Legislature, under the Act of March, 1842, relating to the Regis- 
try and Returns of Births, Marriages, and Deaths, in Massa- 
chusetts. Boston, 1843. 8vo. — From the Secretary of the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

Annates des Mines, Quatrieme Serie, Tomes I. II. 8vo. — From the 
Ingenieurs des Mines. 

Royal Astronomical Society of London : Proceedings, Vol. V. No. 
29. March 10, 1843. 8vo.— From the Society, 

The Journal of the Royal Geographical Society of London. Vol. 
XII. Part 1. 1842. 8vo.— From the Society. 

Journal Asiatique, ou Recueil de Memoires, &c. &c. 3e S6rie. 
Tome XIV. No. 78. Octobre, 1842. 8vo.— From the Asiatic 
Society of Paris. 

Boletin Enciclopedico de la Sociedad Economics de Amigos del Paiz. 
Ano 4to. Tomo II. No. 1. Valencia, 1843. 8vo. — From the 
Society. 

Fifty-sixth Annual Report of the Regents of the University of the 
2l 
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State of New York, March 1, 1843. Albany, 1843. 8vo — 
From the Regents of the University of New York. 

Quarterly Summary of the Transactions of the College of Physicians 
of Philadelphia, Feb. March, April, 1843. 8vo.— From the Col- 
lege. 

London Provident Institution: Twenty-sixth Report. 20th Nov. 
1842. — From Mr. William Vaughan. 

An Account of the Yearly Receipts and Payments of the London 
Provident Institution, from its Commencement, 22d July, 1816, 
to 21st Nov. 1842. — From the same. 

A Complete Index to the Companion to the Almanac; from its Com- 
mencement in 1828 to 1843, inclusive. London, 1843. 12mo. 
From Mr. Petty Vaughan. 

Journal of the Franklin Institute of Pennsylvania. Vol. V. No. 4. 
N. S. April, 1843. 8vo.— From Dr. R. M. Patterson. 

Vindicia? Sinicro: derniere Reponse a M. Stanislas Julien; suivie 
d'un Parallele de sa nouvelle traduction de Lao-Tsen avec une 
traduction prec6dente: par G. Pauthier. Paris, 1842. 8vo. — 
From the Author. 

Simple Expose d'un Fait Honorable odieusement denature dans un 
Libelle r6cent de M. Pauthier; par Stanislas Julien. Paris, Dec. 

1842. 8vo. — From the Author. 

The Medical News and Library. Vol. I. Nos. 1, 2 & 5. Philadel- 
phia. 8vo. — From Messrs. Lea <Sp Blanchard. 

Reports of the First, Second, and Third Meetings of" the Association 
of American Geologists and Naturalists, at Philadelphia in 1840 
and 1841, and at Boston in 1842; embracing its Transactions 
and Proceedings. Boston, 1843. 8vo. — From Prof. H. D. 
Rogers. 

Annual Report of the Board of Trustees of the Massachusetts General 
Hospital, for 1842. Boston, 1843. 8vo. — From Mr. John 
Pickering. 

Report of the Boston Committee, appointed by the Meeting, &c, 
on the subject of procuring a Telescope of the first class, &c. &c. 

1843. 8vo. — From the same. 

On the Determination of the Earth's Magnetic Force in actual Mea- 
sure. By the Rev. Humphrey Lloyd, D.D. Dublin, 1843. 
4to. — From the Author. 

Mr. Walker made an oral communication relating to the 
comet of 1843; tending to show that the elements of its orbit, 
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as computed from observations, differ more from one another, 
than the more accurate of these differ from the elements of 
the comet of 1689, as recomputed by Professor Peirce of Har- 
vard from the data collected by Pingre. The differences of 
the computed elements were, according to Mr. Walker, less 
than those of the computations made from the observations of 
Encke's comet in 1795. Mr. W. further submitted evidence 
of the identity of the comets of 1689 and 1843, drawn from 
the appearances of the two, and dissented from the conclu- 
sions of Professor Peirce, which make the latter identical with 
the comet of 1668. 



Special Meeting, May 12. 

Present, twenty-six members. 

Dr. Bache, Vice-President, in the Chair. 

Dr. Chapman, as chairman of the General Committee on the 
Centennial Celebration, and Professor Bache and Mr. Kane, 
as the chairmen of sub-committees charged with the detailed 
arrangements, severally communicated to the Society the fur- 
ther steps which had been taken by them. 

It was then, on motion of Mr. Kane, 

Resolved, That the Society will hold a special meeting at 
its Hall on Friday, the 26th instant, to receive communications 
from the members and friends of the Society on topics of sci- 
entific interest. 

On motion of Dr. Chapman, 

Resolved, That strangers may be admitted to the meeting 
of the 26th instant, on introduction by a member of the So- 
ciety. 

It having been intimated, that some of the members were de- 
sirous of receiving the correspondents and other friends of the 
Society at the Hall, on the evening succeeding the Centennial 
Discourse; it was, on motion of Mr. G. W. Smith, Resolved, 
That on the afternoon and evening of the 25th, the Hall be ap- 
propriated to that object, under the sanction of the Committee 
of Arrangements. 



